The Subject: 
The Detection of a Foreign Object inside a Human Body– 


Request for Information (RFI)

1. 
General

A. The Israel Prison Service hereby turns to the public in request for information regarding existing technologies, systems and means and/or research and development of systems for the detection of a foreign object inserted into a human body. 


B. To remove any doubt, it is hereby clarified that the information may refer to a system in its development concept stage and/or a prototype and/or any already used ready made product. 


C. This RFI shall not serve as any type of commitment on behalf of the Israel Prison Service to carry on with this process. Every decision about continuance and/or contracting with one or more bidders shall be taken at the Israel Prison Service’s exclusive discretion. In addition, this appeal shall not be considered as an obligation and/or stand of the Prison Service in relation to tender publication or the conduct of any follow-up activity to this process, including prospective procurement.


D. The bidder shall not be entitled to receive any compensation or indemnification due to any resulting expenses and/or damages inflicted upon him in relation to the submittal of a response to this RFI or in relation to the entire process.


E. The Prison Service shall be entitled to use the information it receives in any way it deems fit; among other things, for the purpose of creating a report, a specification or any other document. The Prison Service shall safeguard the information received from bidders and shall not deliver it to any external element, provided that such a request was explicitly indicated in writing by the bidder within his bid. 


F. The bidder’s response shall include as much information as possible, in accordance with the specifications of the following request. The response must comply with all the demands and conditions that are specified by the Prison Service within this request. The responses shall be analyzed and scrutinized by a Prison Service professional team, which shall include professionals from the technological, operational and legal fields. 


G. Any request for technical and administrative clarifications in relation to the preparation of the response shall be referred in writing to the Procurement Department; e-mail: AHARONB@IPS.GOV.IL; fax no: 08-9194084.


H. The Prison Service reserves the right to carry out clarification meetings with bidders and/or to reject the response and/or to carry out a presentation and/or to order part of the request; all at its own discretion.


I. The information shall be submitted to the Prison Service until 11/1/2010 (date) 12:00 (time). The information shall be submitted to the following address: The Israel Prison Service / Ramla Commissionership / Procurement Department / Tender Team.

       Or to e-mail: AHARONB@IPS.GOV.IL
2. 
Objective


The objective of this request is to receive information regarding existing systems 
or systems that are being developed for the detection of a foreign object inserted 
into the body of an inmate / detainee, while examining the proposed systems’ 
implications, constraints and restrictions and forming a decision about ways of
 action that may be taken in order to prevent the smuggling of prohibited means 
into jails.

3. 
Determination of the Problem and of the Operational Requirement

A. The Problem

1) Many attempts are made – some successfully – by inmates/detainees to smuggle and transport prohibited means into and inside jails  


2) Some of the prohibited means are smuggled inside inmates’ bodies, after being swallowed orally and/or inserted rectally.  


3) The law allows to conduct an internal inspection of an inmate’s body only when there is a reasonable ground to suspect that the inmates holds drugs inside his body. Such an inspection requires the inmate’s consent as well as the fulfillment of other statutory conditions or – if the inmate’s consent is lacking – having a specific permission that is given by a court of law (with the exception of a gynecological inspection, which requires court permission even when inmate consent is given).  


4) An “internal search” inside an inmate’s body is defined by law as one of the following acts:
a) An imaging of the body’s interior by means of a supersonic-waves device.


b) An x-ray examination of the body’s interior by means of a Roentgen machine. 

c) An imaging of the body’s interior by means of a scanner of some type.


d) A gynecological examination, including sample extraction. 

5) The said prohibited means include the following threats: Small cold arms 
and firearms, small guns, small quantities of explosives, cellular phones 
and its accessories, and various kinds of drugs. 

B. The Current Response

1) If there are specific intelligence and/or suspicion that a certain inmate 
smuggles prohibited objects inside his body, he is being segregated and 
put under supervision, until he defecates the foreign object. In addition, a
 magnometer is used in order to detect metal objects. 

2) As indicated above, an “internal search” of an inmate’s body by medical professionals and use of medical equipment are only conducted when there is a reasonable ground to suspect that drugs are held inside an inmate’s body and there is a reasonable fear for his health; all in accordance with the statutory regulations regarding an internal search.   
C. The Operational Requirement
1) An automatic detection and identification of foreign objects inside an inmate’s body, in compliance with the provisions of the law, i.e. detection and identification by means other than an “internal search” (as specified in Article 3.a.3 above).


2) All inmates should be routinely inspected, in a similar manner to an inspection that is made with a meganometer gate.
4. 
Technical-Operational Requirements
A. Due to the statutory restriction on conducting a body imaging or an x-ray examination, on the ground of privacy violation, a need arises for a certain technology / system which can identify certain components within the materials that make up the foreign body and distinguish them from the human body’s organic matter.  

B. The system should comply with the statutory requirements, i.e. – among other things – that the system’s inspection shall not be statutorily regarded as an “internal search”. In any case, the system should not produce or display any photo - including imaging - of the inspected inmate. 

C. The operation profile is as follows:
1) The system shall be installed at the jail entrance structure and/or 
at the entrance to a certain area inside the jail, or the system may 
alternatively be a portable one.

2) The system shall be routinely set on “automatic detection” mode, 
and it shall provide indications regarding its proper operation. 
The system shall operate day and night throughout the year 
(365/24).

3) The inmates shall pass routinely through the system (in a similar 
manner to an inspection that is made with a meganometer gate).

4) The system shall inspect every passing inmate and indicate the 
inspection’s results. 

5) When the system detects and identifies a foreign object, a silent 
alert shall be given to the operator and the system shall display 
the estimated location of the foreign object. The suspected inmate 
shall be then taken for an in-depth inspection.  

D. The system shall enable a comprehensive inmate inspection (360().

E. The system shall have the ability to map the location, on the height axis, of the foreign body inside the human body. 

F. Inmate inspection time, until he receives a result, shall be short, without causing a long interruption to the flow of passing inmates. 

G. The system shall enable the detection of foreign bodies in all human beings, irrespective of their physiological attributes (weight, height, body structure, etc). 

H. It shall be possible to detect a foreign object inside a human body when the inspected inmate wears clothes that are made of customary materials.  

I. It shall be possible to detect a foreign object inside a human body even when the inspected inmate carries different objects on his clothes. 

J. It shall be possible to detect a foreign object inside a human body even when the object is covered by any type of wrapping, including one that is made of an organic or a non-organic matter. 

K. The system shall be characterized by a high probability of detection and a low level of false alarms.

L. The system shall enjoy a complete electromagnetic compatibility with every system – electrical or electronic – that is operated within its surroundings, i.e.: the system shall not disturb/disrupt the operation of electric/electronic devices around it and vice versa.

M. Surrounding conditions. 






The system shall comply with the surrounding and weather conditions 
that characterize Israeli prisons / detention houses. 

N. Safety
1) The system and each and every of its elements shall comply with 
the known and customary safety standards/requirements, and it 
shall also be installed in compliance with the known and 
customary safety regulations.

2) The system shall not, in any case, damage and/or bodily injure 
and/or otherwise harm the inspected inmate and/or the system 
operator.  
5. 
A Response to this RFI should include the following documents:

A. System description; system operation principle; description of the system’s elements and its manner of operation.


B. System’s abilities, performances and technical data.


C. In case the system is operational:

1)  A list of elements/bodies using the system.


2) The bidder’s knowledge and experience in the concerned field, including a specification of the bidder’s abilities. 


3) Information regarding operational use and general experience with identical and/or similar systems to those required within this document. 

D. System and/or system-development cost evaluation. 


E. System’s time of supply and/or development and/or development-completion schedule and main phases.


F. To the extent possible: a reference to the requirements and definitions that are specified in this document, and the submittal of any additional information which may assist the Israel Prison Service to examine and analyze the subject and to reach a correct decision regarding its way of action. 


G. The particulars of the contact person on behalf of the bidder (name, address, e-mail address, phone numbers, fax). 

